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human ingenuity in constructing machines and institutions
(culminating simultaneously in the atomic bomb and the United
Nations Organization!), experience is at last teaching our gener-
ation that the mere changing of economic, or social, or political
systems does not extirpate or sublimate the inordinate self-will
which lies at the root of most human evils: it only causes it to
assume new, and perhaps more virulent, forms. The humanist
reformer is working against the relentless gravitational pull of
human self-will. Sooner or later, he sees all the hard-won progress
of generations of peaceful endeavour dissipated in a decade of
passion or panic; and in his despair and humiliation he may then
realize that the reform of human institutions is no substitute for
the regeneration of the human soul. Only religion, divesting
mankind of his conceit in himself and restoring him to a proper
sense of his true place, can make him see that his own nature
'impels him to corrupt the very instruments and institutions
which he devises for the ordering of his social life7, and that civiliza-
tion can be transformed and politics redeemed only through 'the
contact of Eternity with the Historical, and through the accept-
ance of Divine sovereignty as the source from which the many
forms of human sovereignty are derived'.1
1 Canon C. E. Hudson, in International Affairs, XXIII (1947), 6; Rev. Geraint
Vaughan Jones, Democracy and Civilization (1946), 281.